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Abstract

Since French President Jacques Chirac called for the creation of a European Constitution
on June 27, 2000, a hot debate over the adoption of a European Constitution has developed at
the European convention and all over Europe. Though this idea echoes well with the founding
fathers of the EU, who never ceased dreaming of a European federation, the project of writing
a constitution does not aim to build a federation as expected by the federalists. On the contrary,
it was presented with the intention of resisting the federalist advance. As a result, it will not lead
to the adoption of a new constitution, but only the codification of the existing pan European
constitutional order based on EU/EC governance. This development can be well explained by
historical institutionalism, according to which such a codification will relax the pressure for a

European Federation in the short term, but accelerate its creation in the long run.
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