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A Taoist Priest at the Qing Court: Lou Jinyuan and His Social
Network

Gao, Li-juan

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Department of Philosophy, Fudan University

Born in Songjiang Prefecture in Jiangnan area, Lou Jinyuan (1688-
1776) was one of the most prestigious Taoist priests at the Qing court. He
was called to Beijing in 1727 as a “Taoist officer” (faguan) to take charge
of the liturgical affairs at the court after completing his religious training
and cultivation at Longhu Shan in Jiangxi Province. During the
Yongzheng and Qianlong periods, Lou had been appointed abbot of
several important Taoist temples, including Qin'an Temple, Da
Guangming Temple, and Dongyue Temple. He also headed the nation-
wide, state-controlled Taoist administration, “Daolusi”.

During his nearly 50-year stay in Beijing, Lou Jinyuan not only
performed Taoist rituals for the imperial family, but also enjoyed an active
secular life. As a court Taoist priest, he socialized with imperial noblemen
and senior government officials. Together, they formed an intriguing
network built upon complex social relations by marriage, or between
colleagues, masters/disciples, and fellow native-place associates. Some
eunuchs were also found active in Lou Jinyuan’s social circle. This article
explores Lou’s social network and his secular life as an official Taoist
priest serving at the court. By focusing on Lou’s social interactions with

three groups of people: members of the royal clan, government officials
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originally from the Jiangnan area, and palace eunuchs, it is hoped that a
better understanding of the life of this remarkable court priest will be

revealed.

Keywords: court Taoist priest, Lou Jinyuan, government official from

Jiangnan, eunuch priest
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