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English-Learning Opportunities:

Poverty vs. Residence
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Abstract

English ability is highly valued in school entrance examinations, job
interviews, and career promotions in Taiwan. As a result, children’s
English-learning opportunities potentially affect their future education
attainment, employment security, and career achievement, and thus
further influence their movement across social classes.

This study examines determinants of English-learning opportunities
for Children in Taiwan. The empirical results show that children’s
English-learning opportunities are significantly influenced by (1)
children’s age, (2) ethnicity, (3) parents’ education level, and (4) family’s
permanent income. Contrary to popular views, the extent of urbanization
of residences and the fact that both parents are at work do not
significantly affect the opportunities. Therefore, to eliminate the
starting-point inequality in children’s English-learning opportunities, the
authorities should support all children in poverty.

Keywords: Poverty, Children English-Learning,
Education Attainment, Social Class



