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The possibility of proactive learning for JFL Japanese study:
through the use of internet chat

Shibata, Sayoko”
Abstract

The goal of this research is to increase levels of Japanese communication,
through the use of social network services (SNS) looking at the possibilities of
proactive learning in the classroom. The participants of this research are 2" Year
Applied Japanese students from a university in north Taiwan. The duration of this
research was one semester. Students were asked in their conversation class to chat
and make friends with Japanese locals on SNS. The main goal for this activity to
increase proactive learning of students. Every week, students had to chat with
Japanese locals, and, report their findings to the class. This research collected
qualitative data — questionnaires in the mid- and end of semester exams, personal
reflections and in-class discussions — that were used to analyze the effects and
prospects of proactive learning. The results of this research showed that students
benefited from the learning experience. It allowed students to overcome problems
experienced during their studying of Japanese, as well as encouraged proactive
learning. Students also developed a solid understanding of the application of plain
form. This research shows the possibilities of using SNS in the classroom to learn

Japanese.

Keywords: JFL Japanese study, Proactive learning, Internet, Communication,
Internet chat

* Graduate school of Japanese Department, Soochow University
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