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Natural Death Act Exploring the Law Viewpoint about
“Do not Resuscitate (DNR) and Withhold or Withdraw
Life-Sustaining Treatment”

Chih-Chia Wang'~, Yi-Hwa Yang?, Tai-Yuan Chiu’, Ching-Hui Loh*
and Sheng-Pyng Chen'

Since the “Natural Death Act” was legally issued and executed in May of 1990, it has
been appropriately revised in November of 2002. Though “Hospice and Palliative Care” and
“Do not Resuscitate (DNR) and Withhold or Withdraw Life-Sustaining Treatment” became
lawful in our country, the issue of “Do not Resuscitate (DNR) and Withhold or Withdraw
Life-Sustaining Treatment” still caused widespread dispute in the fields of society, law and
medicine. Especially, with the “brainstem death of the girl named ‘Tsai’  at Tsung Ai Clinic
in Ping Tung it initiated much discussion in all fields of society. Whether the legal
representative or guardian of an unconscious or comatose child (who has no ability to act) can
decide on his behalf — “Do not Resuscitate (DNR) and Withhold or Withdraw Life-Sustaining
Treatment” or not, makes the importance of this question more remarkable. Therefore, this
article will explore the legal issue on “DNR and Withhold or Withdraw Life-Sustaining
Treatment” from the viewpoint of “Right of Living”, “Human Nature and Personality
Dignity” of constitution, law and “Sovereignty” of “Medical Ethics”. Hopefully it can
provide the fields of medicine and law a compromised viewpoint and help doctors perform
their clinical tasks.

(Taiwan J Fam Med 2003; 13: 101-8)
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