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The religious attitudes and behaviors of
participants of New Religion
Club/Traditional Religion club in the
university

Chiu-Yu Chung

Abstract

The arising of new religion in Taiwan society in recent years has attracted academic
interests. In previous studies related to the New Religion, the researchers mainly focused on
New Religions’ histories, major beliefs, practice methods and operations of organizations.. .etc.
The subject studied were common followers in society.

While developing in the society, the new religions also attracted followers in the college
or university and led to the formation of student club in their extra curriculum activities.
Joining religion may be positive for students to pursue their own self identity. However, some
researches indicated the norm legitimacy of new religions have been disputable by the major
public. Also, due to a lack of objective knowledge, prejudgments are easily formed. The
purposes of this research are to find out what is the perception of college students involved in
new religion versus students in traditional religion and their perspectives of related belief
contents.

By using questionnaire collected from 148 subjects who are students participating
traditional Buddha club, New Religion club and students with no specific faith. The outcome of
research indicates:

1. There is no significant difference between two different group of student in their perception
of group and individual religious behaviors.

2. Compared to students in Traditional Religion club, students involved in New Religion Club
have higher percentage of having their family also participated New Religion.

3. Compared to control group (students without specific faith) , Students involved in New
Religion and Traditional Religion both indicated a higher tendency of negative life
experiences.

4.1In terms of value items, the statistics show similarity and dissimilarity in different items.
This phenomenon is worth to have further study.

Key words: New Religion, value, self-identity



