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Examining the Inheritance and Development of Taiwanese
Folk Music through the Junior Battle Formation “Wen Wu

Lang Jun Formation”

LIN Po-Chi
Associate Professor

Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

Among Taiwanese temple activities, there are a variety of common battle formations. For
most battle formations, be it civil or military, we can usually find several similar ones to compare
with or to learn from. However, in Tainan county, there exists a very special battle formation
named “Wen Wu Lang Jun Formation”, also named “Yang Guan Walks” (named after its song “Yang
Kuan Ke”), which is unigue and thus probably the only incomparable battle formation in Taiwan.

Observing from the program of the songs and the singing habits, it belongs to the Nan-
Guan music system: a civil formation with pure musical performance and singing. It is a junior
battle formation attached to temple activities, a spontaneous folk music group. However, it has
not received due attention from cultural workers for a long times. There is also a lack of integral
record in its inheritance between generations. Furthermore, there is no comparable formation to be
compared with. It has therefore been difficult enough to trace back to its origin. As for its song “Yang
Kuan Ke”, not only has its program been seriously washed away as time went by, none of the
current singers are able to understand the lyrics. At their best, singers can only hum to the sound of

the song. It is a formation on the verge of being vanishing.

Since 1996, the author has been, for many times, recording the status of inheritance of ‘thiéyi gt T
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formation, and attempting to look for related material from the literature of the Nan-Guan music.
In this research, we continue our exploration of this issue by examining the origin of the program

of the song, the name “Wen Wu Lang Jun Formation”, and the name “Yang Guan Walks”.

Key words: Chen Shan Temple, Chiali Village, Tainan County; Elaboration on “Wen Wu, Lang

Jun Formation”; Elaboration on “Yang Guan Walks”; The origin of “Yang Kuan Ke”' -
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