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The Musical Code-F.A.E., Brahms' musical code

LEE Wei-Hann
Student, PhD Program in Musicology

Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

Since Bach set his name in musical notes, he has inspired many composers later on to do the
same. Musical acronym was used by many composers in the Romantic period to transfer personal
intimate emotion to musical codes. After a long term of development, it has become a model of
composition. Brahms used this technique to express deeper meaning in music. He chose the motto
of Joachim “Frei, aber Einsam” (Free, but alone) , and transferred its acronym F. A, E. to a
musical motif. In reality, Brahms feels a sense of kinship toward this sentiment. Many historical
evidences prove this idea both in his personal essence and way of living. Brahms used musical

sementic to express his personal experience and creative imagination.
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2 Norton Dudeque. Music theory and analysis in the writings of Arnold Schonberg. (2005) , p.259
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BFRIFR MR (Max Klinger, 1857-1920) FrERy (fRHMETHILIAE)Y (Brahms-Phantasie )
o WER T B S AN IR TR EMT IR 0 A — & B (Friedrich Halm, 1806-1871) HE
FITENL 94 B HE GE8EFR » 13EHUT) (Kein Haus, keine Heimat ) » PR3 57 it S A hr i
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Kein Haus, Keine Heimat ( Friedrich Halm ) BHEZ - RETT (B8
Kein Haus, Keine Heimat, BEZR  FHHUE

Kein Weibund kein Kind, BEZFHRAEET

So wirbl’ich, ein Strohhalm, # o —RER - EEERRT
In Wetter und Wind! e !

Well’auf und Well’nieder, A

Bald dort und bald hier; —E5AEE  —g R
Welt, fragst du nach mir nicht, HREIRZE R

Was frag’ich nach dir? Rl ] EERTRE/RE ?

% [EFE 1, p31
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