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The Competitive and Cooperative
Relationships of Intergovernmental
Fiscal Governance in Taiwan:

A Network Analysis

Mei-Chiang Shih, Guang-Xu Wang"

Abstract

This paper follows the research questions discussed in the book
Institution, Network and Intergovernmental Governance (2005). Social
network analysis, in this paper, is applied to re-analyze the same data collected
by authors in 2003 to help us to examine the patterns of relationships among
intergovernmental relations. This paper will have two important contributions
to research community of public administration in Taiwan. First, social network
analysis method will give us a guideline to analyze the complex governance
phenomenon in public affairs. The paper will be the first one to try to apply
social network analysis to answer the research questions regarding
governance mechanism. Second, the researches on intergovernmental
governance mostly emphasize on formal institutional and historical
perspectives, and few researches focus on the dynamic relationships among
county governments. Our research will provide another answer to the
intergovernmental competitive and cooperative governance mechanism in fiscal

intergovernmental relations.

* Mei-Chiang Shih, Professor, Department of Public Management and Policy, Tunghai
University.
Guang-Xu Wang, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi
University.
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Our paper demonstrates three research outcomes. The first is that the
financial resources centralize on Taipei and Kaohsiung cities and the financial
allocation situation is disequilibrium one among 23 counties in Taiwan. The
second is that the character of cooperative relationship is a stable alliance
among agricultural county governments which DPP is in power. The third is
that Taipei and Kaohsiung city governments are two financial resources

competitors without collaborative relationships with other counties in Taiwan.

Keywords: intergovernmental  governance, social network analysis,

governance, resource dependency
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