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Community conservation and governance: the role of
community in the stream conservation scheme

Dau-Jye Lu” Mei-Chih Yeh ?> Pin-Chun Chiang®

[Abstract] Stream conservation is one of the most popular ways for local communities to be involved in
natural resource management and/or governance in Taiwan. It can be initiated or conducted by community
organizations, local governments (mainly a township office) and non-governmental conservation
organizations. The local community plays a key role in all three types of stream conservation schemes, is
able to integrate regional conservation and development and promotes scales of the schemes. Influential
factors of stream conservation may include but not limit to organizational capacity, transparency, economic

incentives, and linkage with local society and culture. Authorities, mainly the county governments and
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township offices, and the power and space assigned by legislatives also hugely influence the schemes.

Regarding non-governmental conservation organizations, they need to consider those relevant to

organizational operation such as member willingness, cohesion, transparency and accountability. It can

contribute more to discourse and practice of natural resources for stream conservation. On the other hand,

government could adopt a more participatory approach, strengthen partnerships with local communities,

make sound legislation and introduce greater monitoring and evaluation on environment and program

effectiveness.

[ Key words] community participation, participatory governance, conservation and development, natural

tourism, natural resources management, governance
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