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Frothing the Summoning of a New State

“The Greater Shanghai Project” and the Urban Politics
of Shanghai, 1927-1937 |

3R
Chi-Jeng Kuo

Abstract

This paper examines the correspondence between urban politics and the
construction of urban space of Shanghai between 1927 and 1937. First it reviews
not only the empowering process of the Chinese bourgeoisie, but also the
complexity of the relationship between merchants and the state. Second, from the
restructuring of global economics and the silver crises, the article analyzes the
power vicissitudes within colonial powers and between urban foreign and Chinese
merchants. Finally, it analyses the physical urban practices of greater Shanghai
Project in terms of mobilization of nationalism in Chinese territory in order to
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reveal the correspondence between urban politics and the construction of physical
urban spaces.

The article concludes that expectations of a powerful state by the Chinese
merchants, who had been under long term colonial exploitation, and the
interdependence within the new State setting by Guo-ming Dong and the Chinese
bourgeoisie both historically created the Greater Shanghai Project and its specific
political undertakings. Regardless of its location and its spatial practices which
together were intended to create a new identity for the new state through
imagineering and expectations of development, the essence of the urban
development rests in the twin processes of monetary speculation’ and deficit
financing. Urban spaces became an expensive field for both the mobilization of
nationalism and manipulation of political speculation. Finally it led to a
financially vicious spiral . Thus, the Greater Shanghai Project was not only an
urban planning scheme with Chinese characteristics ( like the Capital Scheme in
Nanjjing ), but also clearly marked a process of creating the image of a New State.

Keywords : urban politics, urban history, nationalism, the Greater
Shanghai Project.
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