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A Study on Integrating Information Technology
into Thematic Instruction in Kindergarten

Hao-shiuan Fang & Chin-yi Liao*
ABSTRACT

The Taiwanese government has executed a number of policies to encourage
teachers to integrate the information and computer technology into instruction at
various levels of education. However, teachers at the kindergarten level seem to be
ignored. Some research studies have been done to understand how to integrate
information and computer technology into kindergarten.

This research has developed out of the recent concern in Taiwan with integrating
computers into the early childhood curriculum. The aim of this study is to explore an
early childhood teacher’s experiences of designing and integrating information and
computer technology at a public kindergarten in Taipei.

Findings are categorized into different topics, such as: approaches for integrating
technology into kindergartens through the use of thematic instruction, design and
digital materials created for young children, the reaction of young children toward the
technology, and the behavior of young children at the computer corner. Based on
these findings, the following conclusions are drawn : (1) Eight contexts are suggested
to integrate information and computer technology into the early childhood instruction.
(2) Technological alternatives are suggested for teachers to use in leading the class
discussion, telling stories, implementing a competition and setting up a instructional
corner.  (3) Young children love the computer and retain the information presented by
the software.

Key word: information technology integrated instruction, early childhood
education, kindergarten, action research
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