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Abstract

This study’s aim was to investigate, from a social capital perspective, how early
intervention services were used by new Taiwanese immigrant mothers with young
children with special needs. Purposeful sampling and snowball sampling were used
to recruit participants who were living in Hualien, Taiwan. Participants were eight
new female immigrants, who were originally from Southeast Asia and China. In-
depth interviews were conducted. The findings are as follows. Participants frequently
used a variety of early intervention resources. They were referred to such resources
by the Early Intervention Referral and Case Management Center according to their
educational and social welfare needs. For these new Taiwanese immigrant mothers,
social capital (for enabling themselves to use early intervention services) could be
constructed in two ways. First, rather than depending on their friends or relatives, they
tended to rely on suggestions from professionals. Moreover, they exchanged early
intervention information based on their children’s rather than their own needs. Some
participants faced difficulties when using early intervention resources due to their lack

of citizenship.
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