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Five “Minor” Classicists in the Period of the
Republic of China

Lin Ching-chang

Abstract

The period of Republic of China (1912~1949) saw the drastic changes in
the Chinese society, and the historicization of the Confucian Classics, or the rise
of historical approach of the classics. During these thirty eight years, there were
about a thousand and five hundred works on Confucian Classics, which was
surprisingly phenomenal.

Among these one thousand and five hundred classicists, there are five
authors who made certain contributions on classical studies and who should not
be easily forgotten. In this paper, I would like to introduce and bring attention to
the academic accomplishments of the five classicists: Xu Tianzhang, Chen
Dingzhong, Dai Li. Zhang Shoulin, and Li Yuancheng. It is hoped that this
paper can shed some light on the studies of Confucian Classics in the period of
Republic of China.

Keywords: Xu Tianzhang, Chen Dingzhong, Dai Li, Zhang Shoulin, Li Yuancheng,

period of the Republic of China, historical approach of classics

" Research fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica.
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