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Imagined Genealogy (1/3): Reappraisal of the
“Genealogy” of Zhong Rong’s Shi-Pin

Chi Li-Feng

Abstract

The literature theories have developed from Six Dynasty. And tracing back to
sources of styles has been a craved work for each literature theorist of every dynasty. It
seems to be a complete and perfect history of inheritance and influence of styles for the
Chinese literature theories. But is it the truth? This is what this paper questions. I
bring up the “Imagined genealogy” which bases on the “Imagined subjectivity” theory that
claimed by Michel Foucault and the “Genealogy” that claimed by Matt Hills. I try to do
a research of diachrony and synchrony on the discourse of “style”. 1 try to figure out any
inheritance in diachrony and any influence in synchrony. In the end, I question about the
literature system of a compact and clean inheritance and influence relationship. Or, the

influence relationship had existed only on our Imagination.

Keywords: Zhong Rong, Shi-Pin, Imagined subjectivity, Imagined genealogy
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