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Abstract

The Traditional Garden was divided into different scenic areas according to such factors
as design techniques and component elements. Visitors tended to prefer scenes involving
water, or scenes that fused movement and static elements.

The results of on-site assessments regarding the emotional experience of visitors to the
Traditional Gardens can be described by the following four basic categories: "Pleasant -
Leisurely"”, "Tranquil - Peaceful”, "Melancholy - Lonely", and "Alarm - Apprehension”. The
feeling of "Pleasant - Leisurely" was the strongest emotional reaction, "Melancholy - Lonely”
was the least substantial emotional experience. Of the four basic emotional categories,
"Pleasant - Leisurely" and "Tranquil - Peaceful” had a highly positive relationship to visitor
scenic preference. There was no significant relationship between "Melancholy - Lonely" and
"Alarm - Apprehension” categories to scenic preference. Result of the regression analysis
using scenic preference as a dependent variable and the four basic emotional experience
categories as independent variables indicate that the two former categories contribute
positively to scenic preference.

Keywords:the traditional garden, scenic preference, emotional experience.
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