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HOME CARE IN TAIWAN, PAST AND FUTURE

Horng-Ming Yeh'?, Hsiu-Pi Lin®, Chung-Chieng Wu!, Xiu-Yun Huang*, Ernest Y.T. Yen®

Department of Geriatric Medicine', Nursing Department’, Department of Family Medicine’,
Tainan Municipal Hospital , Tainan, Taiwan
Graduate Institute of Public Health’, Medical College, National Chung Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan,
Department of Hospital and Health Care Administration®, Chia-Nan College of Pharmacy & Science

Home health care service are the integral part of the holistic health care. The
Dutch colonial government initiated the home care services in Taiwan. House calls
and home visits were important daily routines of physicians and public health nurses.
However, technical development concentrated in the hospital services and the home
care services were less performed. The growth of the elderly makes long term care
necessary and the home care services are revitalized. The home care services were
reimbursed by the Government Employee Insurance Program in 1990 and was includ-
ed in the reimbursement program of the National Health Insurance in 1995. The cur-
rent reimbursement items of the home care services need further expansion to
include the care of the daily living and social activities. The provision of home care
services for the patients with subacute diseases could possibly reduce the length the

hospital stay in lowering the medical cost.

Keywords: home care, long term care, home visit



