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Depressed broad-minded gentlemen
Lao-Zhuang thought and Seven Sages
of the Bamboo Grove in Shi Shuo Xin Yu

Yung-Chi Lo
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Abstract

Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove in Shi Shuo Xin Yu impress people by their broad-minded and
unruly images. It seems that their manners demonstrate nature and freedom of Lao-Zhuang; however, the
in-depth study shows that they are not the authentic LLao-Zhuang followers. Their behaviors relatively
contradict the aims of L.ao-Zhuang. None of them can really by free. The depression is hidden behind the
broad-minded image.

Through “attitude toward death” , “to swim with the tide” , “to protect the body and maintain
the life” in Lao-Zhuang thoughts, this study reviews the images of Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove
in Shi Shuo Xin Yu, and argues that most of them cannot match the thinking of LLao-Zhuang. Thus, upon

“twisted time and absurd performance” , “free behavior and deep personality” , “authentic friendship
and profound depression” , “tragic factors: knowledge and disposition” , this paper elaborates the reasons

b . .
of seven sages  inner depression.

Key words: Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove, Shi Shuo Xin Yu, Ji Kang, Ruan Ji
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