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Abstract

From the perspective of traffic enforcement, “dangerous driving” is simply a
violation of traffic laws. According to the Article 43, “dangerous driving” in the
“Act Governing the Punishment of Violation of Road Traffic Regulations,” the
highest penalty of which is amount to NT$90,000, along with revocation of diver’s
license, revocation and suspension of vehicle plate, and attendance of lectures of
traffic safety. Recidivists are subject to a higher penalty of vehicle confiscation,
which can be called as “extreme penalty.” Nevertheless, why does the phenomenon
of “dangerous driving gangs” still exist in recent years? Therc are public security
incidents of the carrying of arms, car vandalism, and gang violence involving these
gangs, and in worse scenarios, reckless endangerment or manslaughter, which
terrorize and enrage the ordinary citizens. What is “motorcycle racing” and what is
defined as “dangerous driving?” If the distinction between the two is not clarified,
“dangerous driving” cases involving motorcycles cannot be distinguished from
“motorcycle racing” cases. This is unjust to policemen enforcing traffic laws who
are responsible for the prevention and combating of crimes. On June 10, 2009, a
criminal case of manslaughter happened in the Nanliao Coastal Park in Hsinchu
City. Five young men (4 under the age of 18) rode three motorcycles to a nearby
park in the midnight, and collectively thrashed a sea-watching couple to death. This
incident was originally a sporadic manslaughter criminal case, but was later
reported as “’killings of motorcycles gangsters” and hit the headlines. The criminal
case was quickly solved with a clear ending. However, whether the crime-involved
young people were “motorcycle gangsters” is not the focus of this study; rather, it
is how the society views the common term “motorcycle gang” that matters to this

study. If the so-called “motorcycle gang,” is a malignant tumor or a ticking-time
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bomb, it takes public security actions to crack down. If “motorcycle racing” is what
traffic regulation defined as “dangerous driving,” it can be punished effectively
through traffic strategies. However, are “motorcycle gangsters” inherently violent
and threatening? Does the act of “motorcycle racing” necessarily involve violent
acts against innocent pedestrians? If the answer is positive, the Article 43,
“dangerous driving” in the “Act Governing the Punishment of Violation of Road
Traffic Regulations” is invalid in such circumstances. In order to understand the
connotations and correlation between the two, this study includes media reports of
“motorcycle racing” incidents in Taiwan as research subjects, explores the
correlation between traffic law infringement behaviors associated with “dangerous
driving” and public security issues caused by “motorcycle racing gangs,” and
examines the necessity of law executors to take sanctioning strategies through

administrative or criminal penalties to effectively curb it.

Keywords : Dangerous driving, Motorcycle racing; Motorcycle racing gangs
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