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Analysis of competition characteristics through the stages in table tennis
tournament

Cheng-Hua Huang®~ Li-Hua Lin~ Hsuan-Jung Hsieh™

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explore the competition characteristics, including game time and the technique
and tactic for the athletes from the preliminary to the final stages in table tennis tournament. And the intent is to provide
both the coach and athlete as guidelines during training. This research adopted the published table tennis game
schedules and results listed at the official websites (2008) for the 29™ Olympics held at Beijing in 2008 as the data
source. 71 participants in men's table tennis singles events from the preliminary and final games were selected as the
scope of this research. The average game time in each match/game, the sets won by 2 points were recorded; in
addition, the averages points won from technique and tactic like serve, the third ball attack, the attack, the defense and
counterattack, etc, were analyzed as well. The following are the findings from this research :

1. For average game time per match, 49 minutes in semifinals was the longest; 32 minutes quarterfinals was the shortest.
In general, with the progress of the tournament, it took longer and longer time to finish a game.

2. As for the set won by 2 points , 7 sets (63%) in semifinals was the highest; and 25 sets (26%) in the second round the
lowest. As the tournament progressed, sets won by 2 points increased, indicating more fierce competition.

3. As for points won by serve, 2.7 points (14%) per sets in the preliminary was the highest games; and 1 point (5%) in
the semifinals the lowest. As the game progressed and closer to the final round, points won by serve would be
gradually diminishing.

4. For points won from the third ball attack, 3.1 points (17%) per set in the preliminary stage was the highest; and 2.11
points (11%) per set in the first round was the lowest. In general, points won from the third ball attack seemed not
change much through the stages of the tournament..

5. For points won by attack, 10.73 points (56%) per set in the semifinals was the highest; 7.49 points (40%) per game in
the preliminary the lowest. As the game progressed, points won by attack seemed to be increasing.

6. For points won by defense, 5.4 points (29%) per set in the first round was the highest; and 3 points per sets (16%) in
the finals the lowest. In general as the game progressed, points won by defense seemed to be decreasing.

7. For points won by counterattack, 2.89 points (15%) per set in the finals was the highest; 0.11 points (1%) in
quarterfinals the lowest. In general, as the game progressed, points won by counterattack seemed to be increasing.

From findings of this research, we propose the following recommendations : 1. The game time would gradually
increase as the game progresses; therefore, physical strength and endurance of the players should be enhanced in the
training. 2. Sets won by 2 points was the highest in the semifinals; and this indicated that as the games progressed into
the final four stage, the competition intensified. 3. In the final stages, points won by serve and defense decreased, and

points won by third ball attack seemed not change much. This showed that as the games entering into the finals, the
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advantages from serve or the third ball attack no longer existed; and the points by defense seemed to decrease.
Nonetheless, the points won by attack increased in the final stages. This revealed that as the game progressed, the attack
consciousness of the players should increase to seize the attack initiative and counterattack; these would be the decisive

factor critical to the win/loss of the game

Keywords : Table tennis, Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, Stage of the Game
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