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Service Delivery Models and Prospects of School Physical
Therapy Services in Taiwan

Shih-Heng Sun Tien-Miau Wang*

After the Special Education Law was enacted in 1997 at Taiwan, students with disabilities
began to be provided with related services other than special education in schools. The
content and delivery model of physical therapy services in educational system are different
from those in medical system. The authors suggest, based on the International Classification
of Functioning, Disability and Health as a framework, that school physical therapists need
to devoted themselves to promote better participation of school life, activity level, and body
function of disabled students. It is emphasized that physical therapy services in schools
include pre-admission evaluation, school environment evaluation, development of indi-
vidualized education plans, and intervention. Physical therapists need to work with
teachers and other professionals, particularly in the team process of evaluation and devel-
oping individualized education plans. Therapy services are suggested to be delivered
through direct or indirect ways to fulfill the learning needs of students with disabilities and
promote better teaching of their teachers. However, all members in a team need to work out
a communication mechanism for creating effective collaborations among them and, as a
result, better learning environments for disabled students. In order to provide necessary
therapy services to all students with disabilities at the present time, more therapists need to
be recruited and more administrative supports are also crucial. (FIPT 2002;27(5):256-267)
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