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Abstract

This paper reconstructs the history of the reclaiming activity and the
constructions of the irrigation systems in the Wu-Xi Drainage Basin. Furthermore, it
discusses the chronological order of the constructions of the irrigation systems. The
research concludes that the onset of the reclamation took place in the downstream
basin of Wu-Xi, and later in the basins of its upstream. The mid-stream basin of
Wu-Xi was the last developed area. The acreage of the arable land determined the
chronological order. The construction of the irrigation systems approximately
concurred with the reclaiming activity, so pioneers could turn the wild into rice
paddies, which produced the most profits than other sorts of cultivation in the Ching
Dynasty. The Pingpu people constructed a large proportion of the irrigation systems
in the Wu-Xi Basin, especially those in Puli. The fact proves that they have
proficiently adapted themselves to the Han people’s agricultural style. This paper
introduces several newly discovered historic materials, which enables corrections to

be made for the mistaken cognitions in the past.

' Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University.
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