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Liberation of Education, Liberation of the
Human Spirit : The Case of the Humanistic
Education Foundation in Taiwan

Li-Ming Chen®  Pi-Ju Wu*
Abstract

As a private and non-profit organization of educational reform in
Taiwan, Humanistic Education Foundation [HEF] promotes alternative
educational ideas and cooperates with mass media to criticize educational
problems. The critical role it played in educational issues has resulted in bad
reputations for anti-schools and incomplete images of HEF on the public.
Through the qualitative study of HEF, we aim to explore connections
between humanistic beliefs and practices, in order to reconstruct the
complete images of HEF. Research participants were the staff of HEF
Taichung office. Grounded theory was used to analyze qualitative materials,
which were collected by participant observation, interviews, and documents.
Results indicated that HEF carries on both deconstructed and constructive
activities. However, the public concerns mainly about the deconstructed side
of HEF and results in notorious reputation of HEF. In the end, three issues,
including research limitation, a hierarchy model of educational needs, and
analysis of the balance theory of wisdom are discussed.

Keywords: educational reform, grounded theory, Humanistic Education Foundation
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