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TsingHua University Student
Movements before the War of
Resistance Against Japan, 1929-1938

Su Yun-feng

Abstract

There are five sections in this paper. Sect. 1 describes how the Chinese
Communists were able to infiltrate TsingHua University. The Communists’
infiltration revolutionized the students’ attitude toward political movement
outside campuses. This was the main cause that made TsingHua University
students leaders of student movements in the nation.

Sect. 2 shows that the involvement of TsingHua University students in the
September Eighteenth Anti-Japanese Aggression demonstration which occurred
throughout China in 1931. Though these student parades were basically patriotic
in nature, they escalated the feeling of nationalism to such a degree of no return
that the Communist infiltrators were provided with an excellent opportunity to
develop their organizations in the universities.

Sect. 3 shows that it was the TsingHua University leftwing students who, in
order to rescue the Communists from being eliminated, took the initiative to
organize students in Peking to demonstrate on December the Ninth of 1935, and to
urge the Government to fight against the Japanese invaders. In so doing, the

students pushed the National Government into a dilemma.
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Sect. 4 describes the political struggles between students and professors, and
those between the leftwing and rightwing students. These political struggles
caused turmoil on the TsingHua University campus.

Sect. 5 shows that the students rushed into extremes forcing the Government
to fight immediately against the Japanese, which led to the Sian Incident and the
Sino-Japanese War. This War gave the Chinese Communists an excellent
opportunity to develop and to become strong enough to overthrow the KMT
Government. In my final analysis, the December Ninth Student Movement was

patriotic in name only. It was harmful to the nation in reality.

Key words: December Ninth student movement, underground communists, Mei

I-ch’i(Y. C. Mei), Chiu-kuo-hui, Hu-hsiao-t’uan, Sian Incident
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