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The Anfu National Assembly Election:
On Corruption as One Big
Stumbling-block to Democracy

Chang Peng-yuan

Abstract

Any national assembly election is’bound to be one of the important indicators
of a democratic system. The Chinese people have tried to build up their own
democratic political system since the late Qing Dynasty and during the Republican
years and four national assembly elections were held with this political aim in
mind. The first one was called in 1910 Zizheng Yuan, in which just fifty percent of
the representatives came from the provincial assemblies, which were in turn
established through a nation-wide election; the second one took place in 1913, just
two years after the Revolution of 1911, in which a national assembly was formally
established by an election; the third one followed in 1918, it was called the New
Assembly, or sarcastically, the Anfu Assembly; and the fourth one appeared in
1947, and it was the national assembly under the Nationalists.

As this writer has already made separate studies of the first and second
assemblies, this paper is trying only to make a brief survey of the third election,
the New Assembly. Attention is concentrated on the organization, the process of
voting and the result of ballot casting. The interactions between parties and
factions have also received, to a certain extent, some observations and analysis.
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This writer has found that bribery was one of the most serious single defects in the
course of election. This seems to be a vice also plaguing many other countries on
the way of their political struggle for democracy. As to the question “ is corruption
related to a political culture?”, a comparative discussion has been attempted
briefly here. In addition to those variables referred to above, elitism is employed
to grapple with the intellectual background of the representatives which was both

traditional and modern in the period of China’s transition.

Key words: democracy, national assembly election, background of

representatives, elitism, bribery, corruption
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