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Kuo Mo-jo and “Chia-shen San-pai-
nien-chi”’(Commemoration of the
300th Anniversary of Chia-shen Year)

Pan Kwang-che

Abstract

Kuo Mo-jo was a famous leftist intellectual and pioneering Chinese Marxist
historian, and his “Chia-shen San-pai-nien-chi”(Commemoration of the 300th
Anniversary of Chia-shen Year) written in 1944, represented one of the conflicts
in the cultural sphere between the Nationalist and the Communists during the
1940s.

In this paper, the author first tried to show the political context of “Chia-shen”
and the reasons why Kuo wrote it, and then describe the positive and negative
responses it generated. Treating “Chia-shen” especially as a historical discourse, an
attempt was made to explain how it was transformed to become one of the
ideological weapons for the “cheng-feng” movement(the Rectification movement)
by Mao, the leader of the CCP. Finally, the author evaluates the academic value and
the intellectual context of “Chia-shen”.

The author puts forward the view that, by using “Chia-shen” as a case study,
we can find that as the interaction between historical discourse and political

reality is complex, historians have to be careful in dealing with their relationships.

Soggs



Key Words: Kuo Mo-jo, “Chia-shen San-pai-nien-chi”(Commemoration of the
300th Anniversary of Chia-shen Year), the “cheng-feng” movement(the

Rectification movement), Chinese Marxist Historiography
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