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Doctrine and Dogma: A Gaze at the Cosmetic
Advertisements’ Creativities of the Beauty in
Magazines

Yi-Liang Zhu"
ABSTRACT

According to the Semiology theories by Saussure and Barthes, this study
gives a gaze at 283 cosmetic advertisements’ creativities of the beauty in
Rayli Fashion & Beauty the recent year. The author defines the concept of
“advertising creativity” based on “a saying of an activity” and “a saying of a
performance”, then verifies the problem called “doctrines deteriorate into
dogmas” by the semiological text analysis of certain “beauty type” samples
and the comparative analysis between “beauty type” and “non-beauty type”
samples. The author also analyses the ideological powers of “control in the
earlier stage” and “domination in the later stage” that work on the advertising
creatives through four dimensions such as “appearances and temperaments”,
“movements and gestures”, “backgrounds and colors” and “formats and
layouts”, aiming to call up their attention of the dogmatic disadvantages.
Finally the author looks ahead to the trends of feasibilities for such

advertisements’ creativities of the beauty.

Keywords: Advertising creativities, cosmetic advertisements, dogma,

ideology, symbols of the beauty, women’s magazines

* Yi-Liang Zhu is Ph.D. student at Ph.D. Program in Communication Study, Shih Hsin
University.
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